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Resolved by the SenaHe and House of Representatives^ 
That the Secretary of State be directed to* procure the 
printing, in pamphlet form, of three hundred copies of the* 
Constitution of this State ; one half of which shall be de- 
posited in the Library, and the residue in the Department 
of State. 

In House of Representatives, October 23, 1851. 
Taken up, read and adopted. 

PLINY H. WHITE, Ass't Clerk. 

In Senate, November 8, 1851. 
Reported favorably, read third time and passed. 

WM. M. DICKERMAN, Ass't Secretary. 



NOTE: 

BY THE COMPILER OF THE COMPILED STATUTES OF 1850, 
AND EXTRACTED FROM SAID COMPILATION. 

The first constitution of Vermont was adopted by a con- 
vention of delegates which met at Windsor, on the second 
day of July, A. D., 1777, and was revised by the same 
convention at a subsequent meeting at Windsor, on the 
twenty-fourth day of December of the same year. 

To this constitution amendments were made by a con- 
vention holden at Manchester, on the last Thursday of 
June, A. D., 1786. Further amendments were made by a 
convention which met at Windsor, on the third * day of 
July, A. D.; 1793, and the constitution, as thus amended, 
consisted of those of the following articles and sections 
which precede those designated as "articles of amend- 
ment." 

The first of the said designated articles of amendment 
was adopted by a convention, holden at Montpelier, on the 

* The convention of 1793 met on the third instead of the fourth day of 
July, as stated in the title page to the constitution which they set forth. 
They were called by the council of censors to convene on "the first 
Wednesday," which was the third day of .Tuly, and in the extracts from 
their journals, which were furnished by their secretary, and published in 
the Vermont Journal of July 2*2d, 1793, there are accounts of the proceed- 
ings of the convention on both the third and fourth as well as subsequent 
days of July. 



twenty-sixth day of June, A. D., 1828 ; those numbered 
from two to thirteen inclusive were adopted by a con- 
vention, held at Montpelier, on the sixth day of January, 
A. D., 1836; and those numbered fTom fourteen to twenty- 
three inclusive, were adopted by a convention held at 
Montpelier, on the second day of January, A. D., 1860. 

The convention of 1793, instead of promulgating only 
the amendments which they had adopted, as has been the 
practice since, engrossed and set forth the whole constitu- 
tion, without making any distinction between the articles 
previously in force and those then adopted ; this engross- 
ment, which was signed by the officers of that convention, 
and deposited in the secretary of state's office, is styled in 
a title page prefixed to it, "The Constitution of Ver- 
mont, as ADOPTED by the convention holden at Windsor, 
July fourth,* one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
three," and in consequence of this error, those articles 
which had been previously established by the conventions 
of 1786 and 1777 have, in connection with the amend- 
ments adopted in 1793, been uniformly alluded to and de- 
signated as the constitution " established'' or " adopted" by 
the convention of 1793. 

It is obvious from a comparison that a majority of the 
articles and sections in this constitution had their origin 
and adoption in the conventions of 1786 and 1777, and 
that it is a» incorrect to speak of the whole constitution as 
being adopted or established in 1793, as it would be to say 
of the whole of our present constitution that it was adopt- 
ed by the convention of 1860. 

*See note on preceding page. 



The convention of 179S was called by the council of 
censors <' for the purpose of considering and adopting the 
amendments of the constitution, as proposed by this coun- 
cil ;" in the newspapers of those days it was spoken of as 
'^ the convention for ratifying or rejecting the amendments 
to the constitution of this state as proposed by the council 
of censors." That it was the understanding of the con- 
vention that they wore merely amending an already estab- 
lished and existing constitution is apparent from the only 
account of their proceedings which the compiler has been 
able to find ; and that such was the understanding of its 
members, and the construction given both by them and by 
the legislature of the state at its session in October, 1793, 
is evident from the questions which then arose and the de- 
cisions which were made respecting the right of several 
towns to have two representatives at that session, under 
the provisions of the seventh section of the second chapter 
of the constitution as then promulgated. 



EXPLANATORY NOTE 



BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 

In the following pages, those words and figures, which 
are printed in italics and placed within parenthetical marks, 
have been supplied by the compiler, and are to be regarded 
merely as explanatory suggestions. 

Those which are printed in the Roman character and 
included in brackets, are such as were used by the conven- 
tions respectively, but in consequence of subsequent amend- 
ments, have either become superfluous, or modified by the 
subsequent provision, to which there is an accompanying 
reference. 



CONSTITUTION 



OF 



THE STATE OF VERMONT 



PART THE FIRST. 

A declaration of the rigrhts of the in* 
habitants of the State of Ver- 
mont 

Article 

1. Equality and natural rights of 
all men. 

2. PriTate property subservient to 
public use. — Equivalent to be 
paid. 

5. Religious freedom. 

4. Every person to find remedy at 
law. 

o. Internal police to be regulated 
by the people. 

6. Officers of government, trus- 
tees of the people. 

7. Government for the benefit and 
under the control of the people. 

5. Freedom of elections. 

9. Rights and duties of citizens in 
government — Exemption from 
bearing arms. — Taxation. 
ID. Rights of persons prosecuted 
for ciime. 



Article 

1 1. Regulation of search and seiz- 
ure. 

12. Trial by jury. 

13. Freedom of speech and of the 
press. 

14. Freedom of legislative debate. 

15. Legislature only to suspend 
laws. 

16. Right of bearing arms. — Mili- 
tary subordinate to civil power. 

17. Restriction of law martial. 

18. Recurrence to principles and 
adherence to justice, &c. re- 
quisite to preserve liberty, &c. 

19. Right of emigration. 

20. Right of instruction. — Popular 
assemblies, &c. 

21. Transportation for trial forbid- 

den. 

PART THE SECOND. 

Frame of Government 

Sectioe 

1. Orgaas of government 
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Section 

2. Legislative power. 

3. Executive power. 

4. Courts ofjustice in each county. 

5. Court of chancery may be con- 
stituted. 

6. Legislative, executive, and judi- 
ciary to be separate. 

7. Representation of towns regu- 
lated. 

8. Choice and qualification of rep- 
resentatives. 

9. General assembly. — Time of 
meeting. — Powers plenary, — 
but not to infringe this consti- 
tution. 

10. Executive council. — Manner of 
election of governor, lieutenant 
governor, treasurer, and coun- 
cillors. 

11. Powers of governor and coun- 
cil : to commission officers ; ap- 
point officers ; fill vacancies ; 
correspond witli other states; 
prepare business for general 
assembly ; try impeachments ; 
grant pardons, and remit fines ; 
take care that laws be execu- 
ted ; draw on the treasury ; lay 
embargo for thirty days ; grant 
licenses ; convoke the general 
assembly. — Governor to be 
captain-general. — ^Lieut. Gov- 
ernor to be lieutenant-general. 
Meetings of the council. — Cas- 
ting vote of presiding officer. — 
Councillors justices. —Secreta- 
ry of governor and council. 

12. Oath to be taken and subscrib- 
ed by the representatives. 

13. Doors of general assembly to 
be open, except in certain cas- 
es. 



Section 

14. Journals, with yeas and nays, 

to be printed. 

15. Style of laws. 

16. Bills to be laid before governor 
and council. — Power of govern- 
or and council to suspend bills. 

17. Drafls on the treasury. — Re- 
striction. 

18. Residence of representatives. 

19. Members of council and house 
prohibited from acting as coun- 
sel. 

20. Legislature restricted. 

21. Qualification of freemen. 

Oath. 

22. People to be armed and train- 

ed. — Militia officers how chos- 
en. 

23. Formality of commissions. — 
State seal kept by governor. 

24. Impeachments how tried. — No 

bar to prosecution at law. 

25. Compensation of public offi- 

cers. — In what cases to be re- 
duced. — Receiving illegal fees, 
disqualification. 

26. Offices incompatible. Office 

under U. S. and this state in- 
compiEitible. 

27. Sureties required of treasurer 
and sherifis. 

28. Treasurer's account to be au- 

dited. 

29. Officers to take and subscribe 
oaths. — Oath of fealty. — Oath 
of office. 

30. Eligibility to office of govern- 
or and lieutenant governor. 

31. Trials by jury. 

32. Style of prosecution and in- 
dictment — Fines. 

33. Relief of imprisoned debtors. 
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Section 

34. Elections to be voluntary. — 
Penalty for corruption. 

35. Record of deeds. 

36. Regulation of entails. 

37. State prison to be provided. 

38. Estate of suicide not forfeited. 

No deodand. 

39. Citizenship how acquired. 

40. Liberty of hunting, &c. 

41. Laws, for the encouragement of 

virtue and the prevention of 
vice, to be kept in force. — 
Schools to be supported. 

42. Declaration of rights part of 
the constitution. 

43. Council of censors constituted. 
Their duties and powers. 

ARTICLES OP AMENDMENT. 

Article 

1. Foreigners to be naturalized 
before admitted to the privilege 
of freemen. 

2. House of Representatives. 

3. General assembly composed of 
senate and house of represen- 
tatives. — ^Their powers. — Rev- 
enue bills to originate in the 
house. — Adjournment 

4. Qualification and apportionment 

of senators. 

5. Election of senators. — Return 
and canvass of votes. Duties of 
county clerks. — General As- 
sembly may regulate mode of 
election. 

6. Powers incident to the senate, 
liieut. governor to be president 
President to have a casting 
vote. 

7. Senate to try impeachments.— 



Article 

Extent of judgment in im- 
peachments. 

8. Governor supreme executive. — 

General powers.— May ap- 
point secretary of civil and 
military affairs. 

9. Votes for governor, lieutenant 

governor and treasurer to be 
canvassed by committee of 
general assembly.— Proceed- 
ings in case of no election by 
the people. 

10. Joint assembly to elect officers. 

President of the Senate to 
preside in joint assembly. 

11. Bills, having passed both hous- 

es, to be sent to governor and 
signed by him, if approved. 
If not approved, to be return- 
ed. If repassed, to become 
laws. Bills not returned in 
five days to become laws. 

12. Writ of habeas corpus not to 

be suspended. 

13. Parts of the constitution, su- 

perseded by the above articles 
of amendment, to cease to 
have effect 

14. Judges of county court to be 

elected by the freemen. 

15. Sheriffs and high bailiffs to be 

elected by the freemen. 

16. State's attorneys to be elected 

by the freemen. 

17. Judges of probate to be elect- 

ed by the freemen. 

18. Justices of the peace to be elec- 

ted by the freemen. — Number 
which each town may elect 

19. Above officers to be annually 

elected by ballot Term of 
office. 
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Article 

20. Time and manner of electing 
above officers. — ^Votea for, by 
whom taken, certified and can- 
vassed. Officers to be commis- 
sioned bjr the governor. If two 
or more have equal number of 
votes, General Assembly to 
elect. 

91. Term of office of governor, lieu- 
tenant governor and treasurer. 
Legislature to provide for va- 



A&TfCLE 

cancy in office of both gov^ 
ernor and tieotenant governor. 
(Governor may appoint treas- 
urer in case of a vacancy. 

22. Securities required of treasur- 

er, sheriff and high bailiffs. 

23. Number and qualifications o^ 

the senatois. — ^How elected. 
Their apportionment to the 
several counties.— New ap- 
portionment, when to be made. 



PART THE FIRST. 



A DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE INHABITANTS OY 

THE STATE OF VERMONT. 



Article I. That all men are bom equally free and 
independent, and have certain natural, inherent, and 
inalienable rights, among which, arc the enjoying 
and defending life and liberty, acqumng, possessing* 
and protecting property, and pursuing and obtaining 
happiness and safety ; — therefore, no male person, 
bom in this country, or brought from over sea, ought 
to be holden, by law, to serve any person, as a ser- 
vant, slave, or apprentice, after he arrives to the age 
of twenty-one years, nor female, in like manner, after 
she arrives to the age of eighteen years, unless they 
are bound by their own consent after they arrive to 
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such age, or bound by law for the payment of debts, 
damages, fines, costs, or the like. 

II. That private property ought to be subser- 
vient to public uses, when necessity requires it; 
nevertheless, whenever any persons property is taken 
for the use of the public, the owner ought to receive 
an equivalent in money. 

III. That all men have a natural and inalienable 
right to worship Almighty God, according to the 
dictates of their own consciences and underst^idings, 
as in their opinion shall be regulated by the word of 
God ; and that no man ought to, or of right can be 
compelled to attend any religious worship, or erect 
or support any place of worship, or maintain any 
minister, contrary to the dictates of his conscience ; 
nor can any man be justly deprived or abridged of 
any civil right, as a citizen, on account of his relig- 
ious sentiments, or peculiar mode of religious worship ; 
and that no authority can, or ought to be vested in, 
or assumed by, any power whatever, that shall in any 
case interfere with, or any manner control the rights 
of conscience in the free exercise of religious wor- 
ship: nevertheless, every sect or denomination of 
christians ought to observe the Sabbath or Lord's 
day, and keep up some sort of religious worship. 
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which to them shall seem most agreeable to the re- 
vealed will of God. 

IV. Every person within this state ought to find 
a certain remedy, by having recourse to the laws, for 
all injuries or wrongs, which he may receive in his 
person, property, or character: he ought to obtain 
right and justice freely, and without being obliged to 
purchase it;, completely, and without any denial; 
promptly, and without delay, conformably to the 
laws. 

V. That the people of this state, by their legal 
representatives, have the sole, inherent and exclusive 
right of governing and regulating the internal po- 
lice of the same. 

VI. That all power being originally inherent in, 
and consequently derived from, the people; there- 
fore, all officers of government, whether legislative 
or executive, are their trustees and servants, and at 
all times, in a legal way, accountable to them. 

VII. That government is, or ought to be, institu- 
ted for the common benefit, protection, and security 
of the people, nation, or community, and not for the 
particular emolument or advantage of any single 
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man, family, or set of men, who are a part only of 
that community ; and that the community hath an 
indubitable, inaKenable, and indefeasible right to re- 
form or alter government, in such manner as shall 
be, by that community, judged most conducive to 
the public weal. 

VIII. That all elections ought to be free, and 
without corruption, and that all freemen, having a 
sufficient evident common interest with, and attach- 
ment to, the commimity, have a right to elect and be 
elected into office, agreeably to the regulations made 
in this constitution. 

IX. That every member of society hath a right 
to be protected in the enjoyment of life, liberty, and 
property, and therefore is bound to contribute his 
proportion towards the expense of that protection, 
and yield his personal service when necessary, or an 
equivalent thereto ; but no part of any person's proper- 
ty can be justly taken from him, or applied to public 
uses, without his own consent, or that of the represen- 
tative body of the freemen ; nor can any man, who is 
conscientiously scrupulous of bearing arms, be justly 
compelled thereto, if he will pay such equivalent; 
nor are the people boxmd by any law but such as 
they have in like manner assented to for their 

2 
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common good. And, previous to any law being' 
made to raise a tax, the purpose for which it is to be 
raised ought to appear evident to the legislature to 
be of more service to the community than the money 
would be if not collected, 

X. That in all prosecutions for criminal offences, 
a person hath a right to be heard, by himself and his 
counsel ; to demand the cause and nature of his ac* 
cusation ; to be confronted with the witnesses ; to 
call for evidence in his favor, and a speedy public 
trial, by an impartial jury of the country, without 
the unanimo^us consent of which jury, he cannot be 
found guilty ; nor can he be compelled to give evi- 
dence against himself; nor can any person be justly 
deprived of his liberty, except by the laws of the 
land, or the judgment of his peers* 

XI. That the people have a right to hold them- 
selves, their houses, papers, and possessions, free 
from search or seizure, and therefore warrants, with- 
out oath or affirmation first made, affording sufficient 
foundation for them, and whereby any officer or mes- 
senger may be commanded or required to search sus- 
pected places, or to seize any person or persons, his, 
her, or their property, not particularly described, are 
contrary to that right, and ought not to be granted. 
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XII. That when any issue in fact, proper for the 
cognizance of a jury, is joined in a court of law, the 
parties have a right to trial by jury, which ought 
to be held sacred. 

XIII. That the people have a right to freedom 
of speech and of writing and publishing their senti- 
ments concerning the transactions of government, 
and therefore the freedom of the press ought not to 
be restrained. 

XIV. The freedom of deliberation, speech, smd 
debate, in the legislature, is so essential to the 
rights of the people, that it cannot be the foundation 
of any accusation or prosecution, action or com- 
plaint, in any other court, or place whatsoever. 

XV. The power of suspending laws, or the execu- 
tion of laws, ought never to be exercised but by the 
legislature, or by authority derived from it, to be ex- 
ercised in such particular cases as this constitution, 
or the legislature, shall provide for. 

XVI. That the people have a right to bear arms 
for the defence of themselves and the state ; and as 
standing armies in time of peace are dangerous to lib- 
erty, they ought not to be kept up : and that the mili- 
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tary should be kept under strict subordinatioii to, 
and be governed by, the civil power. 

XVII. That no person in this state can in any 
case be subjected to law-martial, or to any penalties 
or pains by virtue of that law, except those employ- 
ed in the army, and the militia in actual service. 

XVIII. That frequent recurrence to fundamen- 
tal principles, and a firm adherence to justice, mod- 
eration, temperance, industry and frugality, are abso- 
lutely necessary to preserve the blessings of Kber- 
ty, and keep government firee ; the people ought, 
therefore, to pay particular attention to these points 
in the choice of officers and representatives, and 
have a right, in a legal way, to exact a due and con- 
stant regard to them from their legislators and mag- 
istrates, in making and executing such laws as are 
necessary for the good government of the state. 

XIX. That all people have a natural and inher- 
ent right to emigrate from one state to another that 
will receive them. 

* 

XX. That the people have a right to assemble 
together to consult for their common good ; to in- 
struct their representatives ; and to apply to the leg- 
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islature for redress of grievances, by address, peti- 
tion, or remonstrance. 

XXI. That no person shall be liable to be trans- 
ported out of this state for trial, for any offence com- 
mitted within the same. 



PART THE SECOND. 



FRAME OF GOVERNMENT. 



Sect. 1. [The commonwealth or state of Vermont 
shall be governed hereafter by a governor, (or lieu- 
tenant governor,) council, and an assembly of the 
representatives of the freemen of the same, in man- 
ner and form followmg :] (See the third and eighth 
articles of amendment) 

Sect. 2. [The supreme legislative power shall be 
vested in a house of representatives of the freemen of 
the commonwealth or state of Vermont.] (See. 
the third article of amendment) 
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Sect. 3. [The supreme executive power shall be 
vested in a governor, or, in his absence, a lieutenant 
governor and council.] (Sae the eighth article of 
amendment.) 

Sect. 4. Courts of justice shall be maintained in 
every county in this state, and also in new coun- 
ties when formed, which courts shall be open for the 
trial of all causes proper for their cognizance, and 
justice shall be therein impartially administered, with- 
out corruption, or unnecessary delay. The judges of 
the supreme court shall be justices of the peace 
throughout the state, and the several judges of the 
county courts in their respective counties, by virtue 
of their ofllce, except in the trial of such causes as 
may be appealed to the county court. 

Sect, 5. A future legislature may, when they 
shall conceive the same to be expedient and necessa- 
ry, erect a court of chancery, with such powers as 
are usually exercised by that court, or as shall ap- 
pear for the interest of the commonwealth ; provided, 
they do not constitute themselves the judges of said 
court. 

Sect. 6. The legislative, executive, and judiciary 
departments shall be separate and distinct, so that 
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neither exercise the powers properly belonging to 
the other. 

Sect. 7. In order that the freemen of this state 
might enjoy the benefit of election as equally as may 
be, each town within this state, that consists or may 
consist of eighty taxable inhabitants, within one sep- 
tenary or seven years next after the establishing this 
constitution, may hold elections therein, and choose, 
each, two representatives ; and each other inhabited 
town in this state, may, in like manner, choose one 
representative, to represent them in general as- 
sembly, during the septenary or seven years. And 
after that, each inhabited town may, in like manner, 
hold such election, and choose one representative, 

* 

forever thereafter. 

Sect. 8. The house of representatives of the free- 
men of this state shall consist of persons most noted 
for wisdom and virtue, to be chosen by ballot by the 
freemen of every town in this state, respectively, on 
the first Tuesday of September annually, forever. 

Sect. 9. The representatives so chosen, (a major-^ 
ity of whom shall constitute a quorum for transact- 
ing any other business than raising a state tax, for 
which two thirds of the members elected shall be 
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present,) shall meet on the second Thursday of the 
succeeding October, [and shall be styled, The Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of Vermont :] (see the 
second article of amendment.) They shall have pow- 
er to choose their speaker, [secretary of state,] (see 
the tenth article of amendment^) their clerk and other 
necessary officers of the house ; sit on their own ad- 
journments ; prepare bills and enact them into laws ; 
judge of the elections and qualifications of their own 
members; they may expel members, but not for 
causes known to their constituents antecedent to 
their election ; they may administer oaths and affir- 
mations in matters depending before them ; redress 
grievances ; impeach state criminals ; grant charters^ 
of incorporation ; constitute towns, boroughs, cities^ 
and counties: they may annually, on their first ses- 
sion after their election [in conjunction with the coun- 
cil] (or oftener if need be) elect judges of the supreme 
[and several county and probate] courts [sheriffs and 
justices of the peace] (see articles of amendment from 
the fourteenth to the twentieth both inclusive^) and also 
[with the council] may elect major generals and 
brigadier generals, from time to time as often as 
there shall be occasion ; and they shall have all oth- 
er powers necessary for the legislature of a free and 
sovereign state. But they shall have no power to 
add to, alter, abolish, or infringe any part of this con- 
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stitution^ (See the articles of amendment which 
require the concurrent action of a senate for the ej/ec-- 
tual exercise of most of the above mentioned powers.) 

Sect. 10. [The supreme executive council of this 
state shall consist of a governor, lieutenant governor^ 
and twelve persons, chosen in the following manner^ 
to wit:] — the freemen of each town shall, on the day 
of election for choosing representatives to attend the 
general assembly, bring in their votes for governor, 
with his name fairly written, to the constable, who 
shall seal them up, and write on them, " Votes for 
Governor," and deliver them to the representative 
chosen to attend the general assembly. And at the 
opening of the general assembly there shall be a 
committee appointed, out of the [council and] as- 
sembly, who, after being duly sworn to the faithful dis- 
charge of their trust, shall proceed to receive, sort 
and count the votes for the governor, and declare 
the person who has the major part of the votes, to 
be governor for the ensuing year. [And if there be 
no choice made, then the council and general assem- 
bly, by their joint ballots, shall make choice of a 
governor.] The lieutenant governor and treasurer 
shall be chosen in the manner above directed. [And 
each freeman shall give in twelve votes for twelve 
councillors, in the same manner, and the twelve 
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highest in nomiuation shall serve, for the ensuing 

year, as councillors.] (See the eighth and ninth articles 
of amendment.) 

Sect. 11. The governor, and in his absence the 
lieutenant governor, [with the council (a major part 
of whom, including the governor or lieutenant gover- 
nor, shall be a quorum to transact business,)] shall 
have power to commission all officers, and also to 
appoint officers, except where provision is or shall 
be otherwise made by law, or this frame of govern- 
ment ; and shall supply every vacancy in any office, 
occasioned by death or otherwise, until the office can 
be filled in the manner directed by law, or this con- 
stitution : — 

They are to correspond with other states ; transact 
business with officers of government, civil and mili- 
tary, and prepare such business as may appear to 
them necessary to lay before the general assembly : 
[they shall sit as judges to hear and determine on 
impeachments, taking to their assistance, for advice 
only, the judges of the supreme court ;] and shall 
have power to grant pardons and remit fines, in all 
cases whatsoever, except in treason and murder, in 
which they shall have power to grant reprieves, but 
not to pardon until after the end of the next session 
of assembly; and, except in cases of impeachment, 
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in which there shall be no remission or mitigation of 
punishment, but by act of legislation: they are to 
take care that the laws be faithfully executed : they 
are to expedite the execution of such measures as 
may be resolved upon by the general assembly ; and 
they may draw upon the treasury for such sums as 
may be appropriated by the house of representatives : 
they may also lay embargoes, or prohibit the expor- 
tation of any commodity for any time not exceeding 
thirty days, in the recess of the house only. They 
may grant such licenses as shall be directed by law ; 
and shall have power to call together the general 
assembly, when necessary, before the day to which 
they shall stand adjourned. The governor shall be 
captain general and commander in chief of the forces 
of the state, but shall not command in person, ex- 
cept advised thereto by the council, and then only 
so long as they shall approve thereof And the 
lieutenant governor shall, by virtue of his office, be 
lieutenant general of all the forces of the state. 
The governor or lieutenant governor, [and the coun- 
cil,] shall meet at the time and place with the gen- 
eral assembly : [the lieutenant governor shall, during 
the presence of the commander in chief, vote and act 
as one of the council ; and the governor, and, in his 
absence, the lieutenant governor, shall, by virtue of 
their offices, preside in council, and have a casting, 
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but no other vote. Every member of the council 
shall be a justice of the peace for the whole state, 
by virtue of his office. The governor and coimcil 
shall have a secretary, and keep fair books of their 
proceedings, wherein any councillor may enter his 
dissent, with his reasons to support it. And the gov- 
ernor may appoint a secretary for himself and his 
council.] (See the articles of amendment,) 

Sect. 12. The representatives having met and 
chosen their speaker and clerk, shall, each of them, 
before they proceed to business, take and subscribe, 
as well the oath or affirmation of allegiance herein- 
after directed, (except where they shall produce cer- 
tificates of their having heretofore taken and sub- 
scribed the same,) as the following oath or affirma- 
tion, viz.: 

** Yoti do solemnly swear (or affirm) that 

as a member of this assembly you vnll not propose or 
assent to any bill, vote, or resolution, which shall appear 
to you injurious to the people, nor do or consent to any 
act or thing whatever, that shall have a tendency to lessen 
or abridge their rights and privileges, as declared by 
the constitution of this state ; but will in all things con- 
duct yourself as a faithful, honest representative and 
guardian of the people, according to the best of your judg- 
ment and abiliiies. (In case of an oath.) So help y&u 
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Grorf, (and in case of an affirmation,) under the pains and 
penalties of perjury ^ 

Sect. 13. The doors of the house in which the 
general assembly of this commonwealth shall sit, 
shall be open, for the admission of all persons who 
behave decently, except only when the welfare of 
the state may require them to be shut. 

Sect. 14. The votes and proceedings of the gen- 
eral assembly shall be printed (when one third of 
their members think it necessary) as soon as con- 
venient after the end of each session, with the yeas 
and nays on any question, when required by any 
member, (except where the votes shall be taken by 
ballot,) in which case every member shall have a 
right to insert the reasons of his vote upon the 
minutes. 

Sect. 15. The style of the laws of this state, in 
future to be passed, shall be. It is hereby enacted by 
the General Assembly of the State of Vermont. 

Sect. 16. [To the end that laws, before they are 
enacted, may be more maturely considered, and the 
inconvenience of hasty determinations as much as 
possible prevented, all bills, which originate in the 
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assembly, shall be laid before the governor and 
council, for their revision and concurrence, or pro- 
posals of amendment, who shall return the same to 
the assembly, with their proposals of amendment, if 
any, in writing ; and if the same are not agreed 
to by the assembly, it shall be in the power of 
the governor and council to suspend the pass-' 
ing of such bills until the next session of the 
legislature. Provided, that it* the governor and 
council shall neglect or refuse to return any sach 
bill to the assembly, with written proposals of 
amendment, within five days, or before the rising 
of the legislature, the same shall become a law.] 
(See the eleventh article of amendment.) 

SEcr. 17. No money shall be drawn out of the 
treasury, unless first appropriated by act of legisla- 
tion. 

Sect. 18. No person shall be elected a represen- 
tative until he has resided two years in this state, 
the last of which shall be in the town for which 
he is elected. 

Sect. 19. No member of the [council,] (senate,) 
or house of representatives, shall directly or indi- 
rectly receive any fee or reward to bring forward 
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or advocate any bill, petition, or other business to 
be transacted in the legislature, or advocate any 
cause as counsel in either house of legislation, ex- 
cept when employed in behalf of the state. 

Sect. 20* No person ought, in any case, or in 
any time, to be declared guilty of treason, or felony, 
by the legislature. 

Sect. 21. Every man of the full age of twenty- 
one years, having resided in this state for the space 
of one whole year next before the election of rep- 
resentatives, and is of a quiet and peaceable behav- 
iour, and will take the following oath or affirmation, 
shall be entitled to all the privileges of a freeman 
6f this state r 

" You solemnly swear (or afBrm) that whenever you 
give your vote or suffrage, touching any matter that 
concerns the state of Vermont, you will do it so as in 
your conscience you shall judge will most conduce to the 
best good of the same, as established by the constitution, 
without fear or favor of any man,^^ {See the first article 
of amendment.) 

Sect. 22. The inhabitants of this state shall be 
trained and armed for its defence, imder such regula- 
tions, restrictions, and exceptions, as Congress, agree- 
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bly to the constitution of the United States, and the 
legislature of this state, shall direct. The several 
companies of militia shall, as often as vacancies hap- 
pen, elect their captain and other officers, and the 
captains and subalterns shall nominate and recom- 
mend the field officers, of their respective regiments, 
who shall appoint their staff officers. 

Sect. 23. All commissions shall be in the name 
of the freemen of the state of Vermont, sealed with 
the state seal, signed by the governor, and in his ab- 
sence the lieutenant governor, and attested by the 
secretary : which seal shall be kept by the governor. 

Sect. 24. Every officer of the state, whether judi- 
cial or executive, shall be liable to be impeached by 
the general assembly, either when in office, or after 
his resignation, or removal, or mal-administration. 
All impeachments shall b e before the governor and 
council, who shall hear and determine the same, and 
may award costs : and no trial or impeachment shall 
be a bar to a prosecution at law. (See the fourth arti- 
cle of amendment.) 

Sect. 25. As every freeman, to preserve his inde- 
pendence, (if without a sufficient estate,) ought to 
have some profession, calling, trade or farm, where- 
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by he may honestly subsist, there can be no necessity 
for, nor use in, establishing offices of profit, the usual 
effects of which are dependence and servility, unbe- 
coming freemen, in the possessors, or expectants, and 
faction, contention and discord among the people. 
But if any man is called into public service to 
the prejudice of his private affairs, he has a right to 
a reasonable compensation ; and whenever an office, 
through increase of fees or otherwise, become so 
profitable as to occasion many to apply for it, the 
profits ought to be lessened by the legislature. And 
if any officer shall wittingly and wilfully take greater 
fees than the law allows him, it shall ever after dis- 
qualify him from holding any office in this state, un- 
til he shall be restored by act of legislation. 

Sect, 26. No person in this state shall be capable 
of holding or exercising more than one of the follow- 
ing offices at the same time, viz. : governor, lieuten- 
ant governor, judge of the supreme court, treasurer 
of the state, member of the council, member of the 
general assembly, surveyor general, or sheriff. Nor 
shall any person, holding any office of profit or trust 
\mder the authority of Congress, be eligible to any 
appointment in the legislature, or of holding any ex- 
ecutive or judiciary office under this state. 

3 
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Sect. 27. [The treasurer of this state shall, be- 
fore the governor and council, give sufficient secu- 
rity to the secretary of state, in behalf of the general 
assembly, and each high sheriff, before the first judge 
of the county court, to the treasurer of their respective 
counties, previous to their respectively entering upon 
the execution of their offices, in such manner, and in 
8uch sums, as shall be directed by the legislature.] 
(See the twenty^second article of amendment.) 

Sect. 28. The treasurer's account shall be annu- 
ally audited, and a fair statement thereof be laid be- 
fore the general assembly at their session in October. 

Sect. 29. Every officer, whether judicial, execu- 
tive, or militar)% in authority under this state, before 
he enters upon the execution of his office, shall take 
and subscribe the following oath, or affirmation, of 
allegiance to this state (unless he shall produce evi- 
dence that he has before taken the same) ; and also 
the following oath, or affirmation, of office, except 
military officers, and such as shall be exempted .by 
the legislature. 



THE OATH, OR AFFIRMATION, OF ALLEGIANCE. 

** You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that 

you will be true and faithful to the state of Vermont^ 
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and that you will not, directly or indirectly ^ do any act 
or thing injurious to the constitution or government there- 
of ^ as established by convention. (If an oath,) So help 
you God, (if an affirmation,) under the pains and penal- 
ties of perjury,^^ 



THE OATH, OR AFFIRMATION, OF OFFICE. 

" You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that 

you will faithfully execute the office of for 

the of and will therein do 

eqvul right and justice to all men, to the best of your 
judgment and abilities, according to law. (If an oath,) 
So help you God, (if an affirmation,) under the pains and 
penalties of per jury. ^^ 



Sect. 30. No person shall be eligible to the office 
of governor or lieutenant governor, until he shall 
have resided in this state four years next preceding 
the day of his election. 

Sect. 31. Trials of issues proper for the cogni- 
zance of a jury, in the supreme and county courts, 
shall be by jury, except where parties otherwise 
agree : and great care ought to be taken to prevent 
corruption, or partiality, in the choice and return, or 
appointment, of juries. 
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Sect. 32. All prosecutions shall commence, By 
the authority of the State of Vermont; all indict- 
ments shall conclude with these words : against the 
peace and dignity of the state ; and all fines shall be 
proportioned to the offences. 

Sect. 33. The person of a debtor, where there is 
not strong presumption of fraud, shall not be contin* 
ued in prison after delivering up and assigning over, 
hona fde^ all his estate, real and personal, in posses- 
sion, reversion, or remainder, for the use of his cred- 
itors, in such manner as shall be hereafter regulated 
by law. And all prisoners, unless in execution, or 
committed for capital offences, when the proof is evi- 
dent or presumption great, shall be bailable, by sufii- 
cient sureties ; nor shall excessive bail be exacted for 
bailable offences. 

Sect. 34. All elections, whether by the people, or 
the legislature, shall be free and voluntary ; and any 
elector, who shall receive any gift, or reward, for his 
vote, in meat, drink, moneys, or otherwise, shall for- 
feit his right to elect at that time, and suffer such 
other penalty as the law shall direct ; and any per- 
son who shall directly or indirectly give, promise, or 
bestow, any such rewards to be elected, shall thereby 
be rendered incapable to serve for the ensuing year. 
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and be subject to such further punishment as a fu- 
ture legislature shall direct. 

Sect. 35. All deeds and conveyances of land shall 
be recorded in the town clerk's office, in their respec- 
tive towns, and for want thereof, in the county clerk's 
office of the same countv. 

Sect. 36. The legislature shall regulate entails, 
in such manner as to prevent perpetuities. 

Sect. 37. To deter more effectually from the com- 
mission of crimes, by continued visible punishments 
of long duration, and to make sanguinary punish- 
ments less necessary, means ought to be provided for 
punishing, by hard labor, those who shall be convict- 
ed of crimes not capital, whereby the criminal shall 
be employed for the benefit of the public, or for the 
reparation of injuries done to private persons ; and 
all persons, at proper times, ought to be permitted to 
see them at their labor. 

Sect. 38. The estates of such persons as may de- 
stroy their own lives, shall not, for that offence, be 
forfeited ; but descend, or ascend, in the same man- 
ner as if such persons had died in a natural way. 
Nor shall any article, which shall accidentally occa- 
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sion the death of any person, be henceforth deem- 
ed a deodand, or in any wise forfeited, on account of 
such misfortune. 

Sect. 39. Every person of good character, who 
comes to settle in this state, having first taken an 
oath or affirmation of allegiance to the same, may 
purchase, or by other just means acquire, hold 
and transfer land, or other real estate, and after one 
year's residence shall be deemed a free denizen 
thereof, and entitled to all rights of a natural bom 
subject of this state ; except that he shall not be ca- J^ 

pable of being elected governor, lieutenant governor, 
treasurer, councillor, or representative in assembly, 
until after two years' residence. 

Sect. 40. The inhabitants of this state shall have 
liberty, in seasonable times, to hunt and fowl, on the 
lands they hold, and on other lands not inclosed, and 
in like manner to fish in all boatable and other wa- 
iters, (not private property,) under proper regulations 
to be hereafter made and provided by the general as- 
sembly. 

Sect. 41. Laws for the encouragement of virtue 
and prevention of vice and immorality ought to be 
(3onatantly kept in force, and duly executed ; and a 
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competent number of schools ought to be maintained 
in each town, for the convenient instruction of youth, 
and one or more grammar schools be incorporated, 
and properly supported, in each county in this state. 
And all religious societies or bodies of men, that may 
be hereafter united or incorporated for the advance- 
ment of religion and learning, or for other pious and 
charitable purposes, shall be encouraged and protect- 
ed in the enjoyment of the privileges, immunities, 
and estates, which they in justice ought to enjoy, un- 
der such regulations as the general assembly of this 
state shall direct. 

Sect. 42. The declaration of the political rightai 
and privileges of the inhabitants of this state, is here- 
by declared to be a part of the constitution of this 
commonwealth, and ought not to be violated on any 
pretence whatsoever. 

Sect. 43. In order that the freedom of this com- 
monwealth may be preserved inviolate forever, there 
shall be chosen, by ballot, by the freemen of this 
state, on the last Wednesday in March, in the year 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, and on 
the last Wednesday in March in every seven years 
thereafter, thirteen persons, who shall be chosen in 
the same manner the council is chosen, except they 
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shall not be out of the council or general assembly, 
to be called the Council of Censors, who shall meet 
together on the first Wednesday of June next ensu- 
ing their election, the majority of whom shall be a 
quorum in every case, except as to calling a conven- 
tion, in which two-thirds of the whole number elect- 
ed shall agree ; and whose duty it shall be to inquire 
whether the constitution has been preserved inviolate 
in every part during the last septenary, (including 
the year of their service,) and whether the legislative 
and executive branches of government have per- 
formed their duty as guardians of the people, or as- 
sumed to themselves, or exercised, other or greater 
powers than they are entitled to by the constitution. 
They are also to inquire whether the public taxes 
have been justly laid and collected in all parts of this 
commonwealth ; in what manner the public moneys 
have been disposed of, and whether the laws have 
been duly executed. For these purposes, they shall 
have power to send for persons, papers, and records ; 
they shall have authority to pass public censures, to 
order impeachments, and to recommend to the legisla- 
ture the repealing such laws as shall appear to them 
to have been passed contrary to the principles of the 
constitution : these powers they shall continue to have 
for and during the space of one year from the day of 
their election, and no longer. The said council of 
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censors shall also have power to call a convention, to 
meet within two years after their sitting, if there ap- 
pears to them an absolute necessity of amending any 
article of this constitution which may be defective, 
explaining such as may be thought not clearly ex- 
pressed, and of adding such as are necessary, for the 
preservation of the rights and happiness of the pco- 
pie. But the articles to be amended, and the amend- 
ments proposed, and such articles as are proposed to 
be added or abolished, shall be promulgated at least 
six months before the day appointed for the election 
of such convention, for the previous consideration of 
the people, that they may have an opportunity of in- 
structing their delegates on the subject. 



ARTICLES OF AMENDMENT. 



Article h No person, who is not already a free- 
man of this state, shall be entitled to exercise the 
privileges of a freeman, unless he be a natural born 
citizen of this, or some one of the United States, or 
until he shall have been naturalized, agreeably to the 
acts of congress. 

Article 2. The most numerous branch of the 
lagislature of the state shall hereafter be styled the 
House of Representatives. 

Article 3. The supreme legislative power of this 
state shall hereafter be exercised by a senate and 
the house of representatives ; which shall be styled, 
" The General Assembly of the State of Vermont." 
Each shall have and exercise the like powers in all 
acts of legislation ; and no bill, resolution, or other 
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thing, which shall have been passed by the one, shall 
have the effect of, or be declared to be, a law, with- 
out the concurrence of the other. Provided, that all 
revenue bills shiiU originate in the house of repre- 
sentatives, — but the senate may propose or concur 
with amendments as on other bills. Neither house, 
during the session of the general assembly, shall, 
without the consent of the other, adjourn for more 
than three days, nor to any other place than that in 
which the two houses shall be sitting, — and in case 
of disagreement between the two houses, with re- 
spect to adjournment, the governor may adjourn 
them to such time as he shall think proper. 

Article 4. [The senate shall be composed of thir- 
ty senators, to be of the freemen of the county for 
which they are elected respectively, who are thirty 
years of age or upwards, and to be annually elected 
by the freemen of each county respectively. Each 
county shall be entitled to one senator, at least, and 
the remainder of the senators shall be apportioned to 
the several counties according to their population, as 
the same was ascertained by the last census, taken 
under the authority of the United States — regard be- 
ing always had, in such apportionment, to the coun- 
ties having the greatest fraction. But the several 
counties shall, until after the next census of the Uni- 
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tjed States, be entitled to elect, and have their sena- 
tors, in the following proportion, to wit : 

Bennington county, two ; Windham county, three ; 
Rutland county, three ; Windsor county, four ; Addi- 
son county, three; Orange county, three ; Washington 
county, two; Chittenden county, two; Caledonia 
county, two; Franklin county, three ; Orleans county, 
one ; Essex county, one ; Grand Isle county, one. 

The legislature shall make a new apportionment of 
the senators, to the several counties, after the taking 
of each census of the United States, or census taken 
for the purpose of such apportionment, by order of 
the government of this state, always regarding the 
above provisions in this article.] (See the twenty- 
third article of amendment) 

Article 5. The freemen of the several towns in 
each county, shall annually give their votes for the 
senators, apportioned to such county, at the same time 
and under the same regulations, as are now provided 
for the election of councillors.* And the person or 
persons, equal in number to the number of senators 
apportioned to such county, having the greatest num- 
ber of legal votes in such county respectively, shall be 
the senator or senators of such county. At every 
election of senators, after the votes shall have been 

♦Section 10 of Part 11. 
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taken, the constable or presiding officer, assisted by 
the selectmen and civil authority present, shall sort 
and count the said votes, and make two lists of the 
names of each person, with the number of votes giv- 
en for each annexed to his name, a record of which 
shall be made in the town clerk's office, and shall 
seal up said lists, separately, and write, on each, the 
name of the town, and these words, " Votes for Sen- 
ator," or " Votes for Senators,'* as the case may 
be, one of which lists shall be delivered, by the pre- 
siding officer, to the representative of said town, (if 
any,) and, if none be chosen, to the representative of 
an adjoining town, to be transmitted to the president 
of the senate ; the other list, the said presiding officer 
shall, within ten days, deliver to the clerk of the 
county court, for the same county, and the clerk of 
each county court, respectively, or, in case of his 
absence or disability, the sheriff of such county, or, 
in case of the absence or disability of both, the high 
bailiff of such county, on the tenth day after such 
election, shall publicly open, sort and count said 
votes, and make a record of the same, in the office 
of the clerk of such county court, a copy of which 
he shall transmit to the senate; and shall also, 
within ten days thereafter, transmit to the person 
or persons elected, a certificate of his or their elec- 
tion. Provided, however, that the general assembly 
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shall have power to regulate, by law, the mode of 
balloting for senators, within the several counties, 
and to prescribe the means, and the manner, by 
which the result of the balloting shall be ascertained, 
and through which the senators, chosen, shall be 
certified of their election, and for filling all vacancies 
in the senate, which shall happen by death, resigna- 
tion, or otherwise: but they shall not have power to 
apportion the senators to the several counties, other- 
wise than according to the population thereof, agree- 
ably to the provisions herein before ordained. 

Article 6. The senate shall have the like powers 
to decide on the election and qualifications of, and to 
expel, any of its members, make its own rules, and 
appoint its own officers, as are incident to, or are 
possessed by, the house of representatives. A ma- 
jority shall constitute a quorum. The lieutenant 
governor shall be president of the senate, except 
when he shall exercise the office of governor, or 
when his office shall be vacant, or in his absence ; 
in which cases, the senate shall appoint one of its 
own members to be president of the senate, pro tem^ 
pore. And the president of the senate shall have a 
casting vote, but no other. 
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Article 7. The senate shall have the sole power 
of trying and deciding upon all impeachments; — 
when sitting for that purpose, they shall be on oath, 
or affirmation, and no person shall be convicted, with- 
out the concurrence of two-thirds of the members 
present. Judgment, in cases of impeachment, shall 
not extend farther than to removal fiom office, and 
disqualification to hold or enjoy any office of honor, 
or profit, or trust, under this state : but the party 
convicted shall, nevertheless, be liable and subject 
to indictment, trial, judgment, and punishment, 
according to law. 

Article 8. The supreme executive power of the 
state shall be exercised by the governor, or, in case 
of his absence or disability, by the lieutenant gov- 
ernor; who shall have all the powers and perform 
all the duties vested in, and enjoined upon, the gov- 
ernor and council, by the eleventh and twenty- 
seventh sections of the second chapter of the con- 
stitution, as at present established, excepting that he 
shall not sit as a judge, in case of impeachment, 
nor grant reprieve, or pardon, in any such case; 
nor shall he command the forces of the state in 
person, in time of war, or insurrection, unless by 
the advice and consent of the senate ; and no longer 
than they shall approve thereof The governor may 
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have a secretary of civil and military affairs, to be by 
him appointed during pleasure, whose services he 
may at all times command ; and for whose compen- 
sation provision shall be made by law. 

Article 9. The votes for governor, lieutenant 
governor, and treasurer of the state, shall be sorted 
and counted, and the result declared, by a commit- 
tee appointed by the senate and house of represen- 
tatives* If, at any time, there shall be no election, 
by the freemen, of governor, lieutenant governor, and 
treasurer of the state, the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives shall, by a joint ballot, elect to fill the of- 
fice, not filled by the freemen as aforesaid, one of the 
three candidates for such ofiice (if there be so many) 
for whom the greatest number of votes shall have 
been returned. 

Article 10. The secretary of state, and all offi- 
cers whose elections are not otherwise provided for, 
and who, under the existing provisions of the consti- 
tution, are elected by the council and house of repre- 
sentatives, shall, hereafter, be elected by the senate 
and house of representatives, in joint assembly, at 
which the presiding officer of the senate shall pre- 
side ; and such presiding officer, in such joint assem- 
bly, shall have a casting vote, and no other. 

4 
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Article 11. Every bill, which shall have passed 
the senate and house of representatives, shall, before 
it become a law, be presented to the governor : if he 
approve, he shall sign it ; if not, he shall return it, 
with his objections in writing, to the house in which 
it shall have originated ; which shall proceed to re- 
consider it. If, upon such reconsideration, a majori- 
ty of the house shall pass the bill, it shall, together 
with the objections, be sent to the other house, by 
which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and, if ap- 
proved by a majority of that house, it shall become a 
law. But in all such cases, the votes of both houses 
shall be taken by yeas and nays, and the names of 
the persons voting, for or against the bill, shall be 
entered on the journal of each house, respectively. 
If any bill shall not be returned by the governor, as^ 
aforesaid, within five days, (Sundays excepted,) after 
it shaU have been presented to him, the same shall 
become a law, in like manner as if he had signed it ; 
unless the two houses, by their adjoununent, within 
three days after the presentment of such bill, shall 
prevent its return, in which case it shall not become 
a law. 

Article 12. The writ <rf habeas corpus shall, in 
no case, be suspended, — ^It shall be a writ, issuable 
of right ; and the gememl assembly shall moke pro- 
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vision to render it a speedy and effectual remedy in 
all cases proper therefor. 

Article 13. Such parts and provisions, only, of 
the constitution of this state, established by conven- 
tion, on the ninth day of July, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-three, as are altered or super- 
seded by any of the foregoing amendments, or are 
repugnant thereto, shall hereafter cease to have 
effect. 

Article 14 The assistant judges of the county 
court shall be elected by the freemen of their respec- 
tive counties. 

Article 15. Sheriffs and high bailiffs shall be 
elected by the freemen of their respective counties. 

Article 16. State's attorneys shall be elected by 
the freemen of their respective counties. 

Article 17. Judges of probate shall be elected 
by the freemen of their respective probate districts. 

Article 18. Justices of the peace shall be elect- 
ed by the freemen of their respective towns ; and 
towns having less than one thousand inhabitants may 
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elect any number of justices of the peace not exceed- 
ing five ; towns haying one thousand, and less than 
two thousand inhabitants, may elect sex>en ; towns 
having two thousand, and less than three thousand 
inhabitants, may elect ten ; towns having three thou- 
sand, and less than five thousand inhabitants, may 
elect twelve; and towns having five thousand, or 
more, inhabitants, may elect fifteen justices of tl^ 
peace. 

Article 19. All the officers named in the pre- 
ceding articles of amendment (articles fourteen to 
eighteen) shall be elected annually by ballot, and 
shall hold their offices for one year, said year com- 
mencing on the first day of December next after 
their election. 

Article 20. The election of the several officers 
mentioned in the preceding artides, (articles fourteen 
to eighteen^) excepting town representatives, shall be 
made at the times and in the manner now directed in 
the constitution for the choice of senators. And the 
presiding officer of each freeman's meeting, after the 
votes shall have been taken, sorted and counted, shall, 
in open meeting, make a certificate of the names of 
each person voted for, with the number of votes giv- 
en for each, annexed to his name, and designating 
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the office for which the votes were given, a record of 
which shall be made in the town clerk's office, and 
he shall seal up said certificate, and shall write there- 
on the name of the town and the words. Certificate 

OF VOTES FOR '• , and add thereto, in writing, 

the title of the office voted for, as the case may be, 
and shall deliver such certificate to some representa- 
tive chosen as a member of the general assembly, 
whose duty it shall be to cause such certificate of 
votes to be delivered to the committee of the general 
assembly appointed to canvass the same. And at 
the sitting of the general assembly, next after such 
balloting for the officers aforesaid, there shall be 
a committee appointed, of and by the general assem- 
bly, who shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of 
their duty, and whose duty it shall be to examine 
such certificates and ascertain the number of votes 
given for each candidate, and the persons receiving 
the largest number of votes for the respective offices 
shall be declared duly elected, and by such commit- 
tee be reported to the gteneral assembly, and the offi- 
cers so elected shall be commissioned by the gover- 
nor. And if two or more persons, designated for any 
one of said offices, shall have received an equal num- 
ber of votes, the general assembly shall elect one of 
such persons to such office. 
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Article 21. The term of office of the governor, 
lieutenant governor, and treasurer of the state, re- 
spectively, shall commence when they shall be chos- 
en and qualified, and shall continue for the term of 
one year, or until their successors shall be chosen and 
qualified, or to the adjournment of the session of the 
legislature, at which, by the constitution and laws, 
their successors are required to be chosen, and not af- 
ter such adjournment. And the legislature shall pro- 
vide, by general law, declaring what officer shall act 
as governor whenever there shall be a vacancy in 
both the offices of governor and lieutenant gov- 
ernor, occasioned by a failure to elect, or by the 
removal from office, or by the death, resignation, 
or inability of both governor and lieutenant gov- 
ernor, to exercise the powers and discharge the 
duties of the office of governor; and such offi- 
cer, so designated, shall exercise the powers and 
discharge the duties appertaining to the office of gov- 
ernor accordingly, until the disability shall be remov- 
ed, or a governor shall be elected. And in case 
there shall be a vacancy in the office of treasurer, by 
reason of any of the causes enumerated, the governor 
shall appoint a treasurer for the time being, who 
shall act as treasurer until the disability shall be re- 
moved, or a new election shall be made. 
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Article 22. The treasurer of the state shall, be- 
fore entering upon the duties of his oifice, give suffix 
cient security to the secretary of state, in behalf of 
the state of Vermont, before the governor of the 
state, or one of the judges of the supreme court- 
And sheriffs and high bailiffs, before entering upon 
the duties of their respective offices, shall give suffi- 
cient security to the treasurer of their respective 
coimties, before one of the judges of the supreme 
court, or the two assistant judges of the coimty 
court of their respective counties, in such man- 
ner and in such sums as shall be directed by the 
legislature. 

Article 23. The senate shall be composed of 
thirty senators, to be of the freemen of the county for 
which they are elected, respectively, who shall have 
attained the age of thu-ty years, and they shall be 
elected annually by the freemen of each county re- 
spectively. 

The senators shall be apportioned to the several 
counties, according to the population, as ascertained 
by the census taken under the authority of Congress 
in the year 1840, regard being always had, in such ap- 
portionment, to the counties having the largest frac- 
tion, and giving to each county at least one senator. 
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The legislature shall make a new apportionment 
of the senators to the several counties, after the tak- 
ing of each census of the United States, or after a 
census taken for the purpose of such apportionment, 
under the authority of this state, always regarding 
the above provisions of this article. 
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I hereby certify that the foregoijig is a correct copy of 
the Constitution of the State of Vermont, with the amend- 
ments made thereto, as appears from the files and records 
in this office. 

PERRAND F. MERRILL, 

Secretary of State, 
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